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The high pressure then gradually asserts its control and
brings clear settled weather accompanied in the winter by
frosts The margin of a Low ma> de\elop between t\\o
Highs as a trough or tongue stretching td north or south
In the warm months monsoonal conditions are thus
occasionally drawn as far south as Tasmania

CHAPTER XIII
PLANT LIFE
are the broad climatic controls which go\ern the
JL distribution of plant and animal life in Australia
Rainfall or rather the lack of it imposes far more stringent
limits on the distribution of the various plant types than are
imposed by temperature However geographers have long
realized that mean annual rainfall is not a sufficient guide to
the capacity of an area to support vegetation The distribution
of rainfall throughout the year the degree to which the
rainfall is likely to vary from year to year and the amount
which is evaporated and therefore made unavailable to
plants have all to be taken into consideration
All the possibilities of using land depend on plant growth
and this in turn depends on the extent to which moisture
can be retained in the soil The balance between rainfall
and evaporation as well as the nature of the soil determine
the retention of moisture and the extent to which moisture
is available for plant life is termed effective rainfall There
may of course be too little or too much moisture for the
best development of any particular form of plant life such
as trees or crops
For most plants that are useful to man  effective rainfall
is necessary for a period of at least five successive months